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BROWN BAG PROGRAM 
 

The Brown Bag Program is a State-funded program that provides surplus and donated edible fruits, 
vegetables and other food products to low income individuals 60 years of age and older. The food is 
distributed to help supplement the nutritional needs of these older individuals. There is no fee charged to 
participants, although voluntary contributions can be made. 
 
The food is distributed at various locations throughout the State. The types and amounts of food 
distributed vary depending on the season and other factors. Volunteers, the majority of whom are older 
individuals, help provide the time and energy to sort and distribute these food items, thereby gaining an 
increased sense of purpose and the satisfaction of helping others. 

 
INSTRUCTIONS 

 
DATE: Date of initial intake with participant 
 
PROGRAM NAME: Name of program provider 
 
PSA NUMBER: Planning and Service Area number 
 
AAA:  Area Agency on Aging contracted within PSA providing service 
 
PERSON COMPLETING REPORT: Name of person completing Intake 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESS: E-mail address of person completing form 
 
TELEPHONE NUMBER: Telephone number of person completing form 
 

PARTICIPANT INFORMATION 
 
Program eligibility is based on age (persons 60 years of age or older), and income. 
The Brown Bag Program shall use 100 percent of the SSI/SSP for blind individuals or couples living 
independently for eligibility and reporting purposes.  [California Welfare and Institutions Code, Division 
8.5, Chapter 7.5, Section 9543(b)]. If it is determined that a surplus of foodstuffs exists, the program may 
also provide these services to persons 60 years of age or older with incomes not exceeding 125 percent 
of the maximum SSI/SSP for the blind. However, this data need not be collected. 
 
DATE OF BIRTH: Participant date of birth.  (Month, Day, Year) 
 
MONTHLY INCOME: Participant monthly income. 
 
ELIGIBLE FOR PROGRAM: Check box if participant is eligible for program services based on age and 
income criteria. 
 
PARTICIPANT NAME: Name of Participant 
 
TELEPHONE NUMBER: Telephone number of participant. 
 
ADDRESS: Participant residential address, including city, state, and zip code. 
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ETHNICITY/RACE: “Ethnicity” and "Race” are often used interchangeably.  The U.S. Census 

acknowledges the nature of these terms by reporting that these terms should be 
seen as descriptors of a person’s social and cultural characteristics as well as 
ancestry.  The groupings to be collected here follow the same standards used by 
the U.S. Census.  Asian and Pacific Islander breakouts (or subsets) are required 
by state law (citation: Government Code, Section 8310.5).   

 
 
Hispanic/Latino: Check this box if participant identified as being Hispanic/Latino: includes persons 

who see themselves as Mexican, Mexican-American, Puerto Rican, Cuban, or Spanish 
descent.  

 
Race: Check only one box if participant identified as being either: 

 
Caucasian/White:  Those with origins in Europe, the Middle East, or North Africa. This includes persons 

who indicate themselves as Irish, German, Italian, Lebanese, or Polish. 
 

African American/Black: Those with origins in any black racial groups of Africa. 
 
American Indian/Alaskan Native:  Those having origins in North and South America, and who maintain 

tribal affiliation, including American Indian, Canadian-Indian, French-American Indian, or Spanish-
American Indian . 

 
Asian: Those with origins in the Far East or Southeast Asia, including  Asian Indian, Cambodian, Chinese, 

Filipino, Japanese, Korean, Laotian, Vietnamese, and Other Asian.   
 
Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander: Those having origins in Hawaii, Guam, Samoa, or other Pacific Islands, 

including American Samoan or Western Samoan and Other Pacific Islander. 
  
Two or More Races:  Those who identify themselves as multiple races.  
 
Other Race: Those who identify with any other single racial group not identified in the above listed groups. 
 
Or: 
 
Missing/Participant Declined: Those who do not wish to provide information about his/her race or you 

cannot obtain it. 
 


