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PROGRAM MEMO 
TO: 
AREA AGENCIES ON AGING DIRECTORS 
 

NO.: PM 08-18(P) 

SUBJECT:  REVISED SPECIFICATIONS 
California Aging Reporting System  

DATE ISSUED: April 7, 2008 
 

REVISED: EXPIRES: July 1, 2011 
REFERENCES:  SUPERSEDES:   

 
PROGRAMS AFFECTED: 
 [   ]  All         [X]  Title III-B      [X]  Title III-C1/C2      [X]  Title III-D     [X]  Title III-E     [   ]  Title V 
  
 [   ]  CBSP   [  ]  MSSP          [  ]  Title VII                 [  ]  ADHC                    [  ]  Other: 
 
REASON FOR PROGRAM MEMO: 
  [   ]  Change in Law or Regulation     [   ]  Response to Inquiry     [X]  Other Specify: Changes to 

California Aging Reporting 
System 

                                                                                                                                             
INQUIRIES SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO:  California Aging Reporting System Project Team, 
Wayne R. Lindley, (916) 415-7543; Mark S. Meis, (916) 928-4668; CARS@aging.ca.gov 
 
This Program Memo (PM) notifies Area Agencies on Aging (AAA) that all AAAs and their 
affected service providers must conform to these California Aging Reporting System 
(CARS) Specifications no later than July 1, 2008, (see attached updated Specifications).  
The Specifications cover electronic data reporting for the National Aging Programs Information 
System (NAPIS), including Title III-E, the Family Caregiver Support Program (FCSP).  This PM 
supersedes PM 08-04(P) and attached final specifications dated February 11, 2008.  
 
During the process of implementing CARS, the California Department of Aging (CDA) has had 
several conversations with AAAs, California Association of Area Agencies on Aging, our 
contractor, RTZ Associates, and other interested parties.  We have also established a 
Question and Answer e-mail system to provide stakeholders the ability to voice their issues 
and challenges. 
 
Based on the information we have received in the past few weeks from these sources, CDA is 
making corrections and changes to the previously posted Final CARS Specifications sent to 
each of you as PM 08-04(P). 
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Most of the changes are minor modifications or corrections to provide the best possible data 
collection instrument.  However, there are also three more significant changes: 
 
(1) AAAs will not be required to collect any data having to do with Adult Protective Services 

(APS).  The collection of APS Referrals has been deleted. 
(2) The Rural Field has now been expanded to add “Urban” (non-rural). 
(3) A Service Units Column has been added to the Look-Up Tables adjacent to each 

NAPIS program (i.e., Congregate Meals-Meal, Chore-Hour, Nutritional Counseling 
Session, etc.). 
 

Again, this PM supersedes PM 08-04(P) and the CARS Specifications dated 
February 11, 2008. 
 
The following areas of the CARS Specifications have been addressed:  
 
CORRECTIONS AND ADDITIONS TO CARS SPECIFICATIONS BY FILE AND LOOK-UP 
TABLES 
 
The Client/Caregiver File has four corrections/changes:  
 
(1) Employment Status - this field is changed to make data collection required for Registered 

FCSP Programs only. 
(2) Relationship Status – this field is changed to make data collection required for Registered 

FCSP Programs only.  
(3) Person at Nutritional Risk – this field is corrected to make data collection required for the 

following NAPIS programs only:  Home Delivered Meals, Case Management, Congregate 
Meals, and Nutritional Counseling, as was previously required by NAPIS. 

(4) The requirement to collect data on APS referrals has been deleted. 
 
The Enrollment File has no changes. 
 
The Service Units File has one correction: 
 
(1) Quantity – the Data type is changed to INTEGER.  Only whole numbers are reported. 

 
The Service-Provider File has one correction and two additional fields added: 
 
(1) In the first column 5th row down, Change “Service Type ID” to read “Program Type ID.” 
(2) The field “Minority Provider” is added.  This field will require data collection only if the service 

provider meets the NAPIS definition for a minority provider.  This information is collected 
once each State Fiscal Year. 

(3) The field “Is the AAA the Provider?” is added. This field will require data collection only if the 
service provider is the AAA. This information is collected once each State Fiscal Year. 



PM-08-18 (P) -3- 
 
 

 

The Caregiver/Relationship File has been changed to read:  
 
Change Required/Optional Reporting field to read R-FCSP only. 

 
The Look-Up Tables corrections are listed as follows:  
 
(1) Under Column A, B:  The value 2-Urban has been added; Declined to State will equal value 3; 

and Missing will continue to be Value 0.  
 Note: The new definition of urban and related terminology and the criteria for designating and 
delineating urban areas were published in the Federal Register on March 15, 2002.  The 
Federal Register Notice is accessible from the Census Bureau's Urban and Rural 
Classification Web page. 

(2) Under Employment Status, Columns M, N:  This field is required for FCSP services only. The 
heading has been changed to read:  “Value (R-FCSP Only).” 

(3) Under Relationship Status, Columns O, P:  This field is required for FCSP services only.  The 
heading has been changed to read:  “Value (R-FCSP Only).” 

(4) Under APS REFERRAL, Columns Q, R:  This field has been changed to read PROVIDER 
FILE.  The Values now read 1-Yes, 2-No. 

(5) ADL/IADL Look-up table S, T has been changed to allow six values.  The values now read 
1-Independent, 2-Verbal Assistance, 3-Some Human Help, 4-Lots of Human Help, 
5-Dependent, 0-Missing. (This responds to many AAA comments to match Linkages, MSSP, 
and AAA requests to have five functional values.) 

(6) Under Enrollment Status, Columns W, X in the heading section, the Value now reads: 
R:RegSrvsFCSP. 

(7) Under Program Type, Columns Y, Z, Line 13:  Information and Assistance is a 
Non-Registered service with aggregate reporting.  The words “Client Specific” have been 
removed to correct this error. 

(8) Column Y, Z, numbers 7, 8, 9 are changed to read:  7-Congregate Meals, 8-Nutrition  
Counseling, 9-Assisted Transportation. 

(9) Column AA is changed to read Units of Service.  This column aligns with each program listed 
under Program Types. 

(10) Columns AA, AB have been moved over to Columns AB, AC. 
 

 
 
 

 
Lynn Daucher 
Director 
 
Attachment 
Cars Specifications 
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